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1. THE FEDERAL COUNCIL HAS NOMINATED AMBASSADOR PIERRE 
LANGUETIN TO BE A VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER 
OF THE SWISS NATIONAL BANK (SNB) EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1976. 

HE WILL TAKE OVER MANAGEMENT OF DEPARTMENT III IN 

ZURICH (WHICH DEALS WITH DISCOUNT, LOMBARD, FOREIGN EXCHANGE, 

AND GIRO ACTIVITIES), REPLACING DR. LEO SCHURMANN WHO WILL MOVE 
TO BERN TO REPLACE RETIRING ALEXANDRE HAY (REFTEL) AS CHIEF OF 
DEPARTMENT II (BANK-NOTE ISSUE, 

ADMINISTRATION, AND CONTACT WITH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT). 

2. LANGUETIN WAS BORN IN LINGNEROLLE, CANTON VAUD, 

ON APRIL 30, 1923. FOLLOWING GRADUATION FROM THE UNIVERSITY 
OF LAUSANNE WITH A DEGREE IN ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL 
SCIENCE, LANGUETIN WORKED ON THE OECD STAFF IN PARIS. HE 
JOINED THE DIVISION OF COMMERCE IN 1956 AS THE OFFICER IN CHARGE 
OF SWITZERLAND'S MULTILATERAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS. HE WAS 
APPOINTED A DELEGATE FOR TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH THE PERSONAL RANK 
OF AMBASSADOR IN 1966 AND IS CURRENTLY THE SENIOR DEPUTY TO 
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WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR OECD, IEA, EC, AND EFTA MATTERS. 

LANGUETIN IS CONSIDERED TO BE AN EXTREMELY CAPABLE INDIVIDUAL. 

HE IS MARRIED, SPEAKS FRENCH, GERMAN, AND EXCELLENT ENGLISH. 

3. IN REPORTING ON THESE CHANGES, THE SWISS VERSION OF THE 
AGENCE ECONOMIQUE ET FINANCIERE APPLAUDED THE LANGUETIN 
NOMINATION AND SUGGESTED THAT ARTHUR DUNKEL (WHO CURRENTLY 
HANDLES GATT AFFAIRS IN THE DIVISION OF COMMERCE) WOULD MAKE 
AN EXCELLENT REPLACEMENT FOR LANGUETIN. 
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